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Riceville Volunteer Fire Department 

Annual Meeting 

October 14th  2019 

Minutes 

BOD Members present:  Judy Dillingham, Dan Friday, Carla McLendon, Mark Dillingham, Dean Reed, Lisa 

McCallister, Mark Curran, Dereck Lindsey, and Chief John Coffey. 

Judy calls meeting to order at 7:02pm. 

Judy D. welcomes everyone and lets everyone know that we have refreshments. She lets everyone know 

where to sign up for their ballots and that we will be closing signups as soon as voting starts.  

Judy D. asks Dan Friday to read the Minutes from last year’s Annual Meeting. 

 Dan F. Before we get started I need to tell everyone that we record all of these board meetings 

to help facilitate the note taking. 

 Dan F. reads the minutes. 

Judy D.asks if everyone understands the minutes as read. 

 Mark D. motions to accept as read. 

  Dean R. seconds 

   Voice vote unanimous 

    Motion accepted. 

Judy D.asks Dover for the treasures report. 

 Dover gives the treasures report. Mentions that the John has worked real hard to get the price 

we pay for propane down. He also mentions that we are saving a bit of money on the new LED lights. As 

usual he invites anyone form the community who wants a copy of the figures just to ask and we will 

provide them with one. 

Judy D. asks if there are any questions about the treasures report. 

Dean R. makes a motion to accept the treasures report 

 Mark C seconds 

  Voice vote unanimoius. 
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Judy asks John for the chief’s report. 

 John C. gives the chiefs report. The community programs of Yoga and the Coffey social are all 

over a year old and doing well. We know sometimes have guest speakers come to the social. The 

community Library boxes are a big hit and need more children’s books. 

We have participated in two state deployments this year for the recent hurricane.  

We have increased our staffing levels and we have brought our employees up to the minimum state 

averages for their job descriptions. 

We have lowered our energy bills with the new LED lights. This was done with a grant from Line Energy 

and Duke Power.  Total cost of $18K our cost was $1400. 

We recently were awarded a $90K FEMA Federal Assistants grant. Rachel Johnson one of our 

Paramedics wrote the grant for us that got us this assistance. 

Trunk or treat is coming up October 31st  

Veteran’s appreciation meal on November 9th 

Pancakes with Santa December 7th 

We are still accepting volunteers for the department or the auxiliary. 

John then introduces Jason McEntire to give the annual training report. 

Jason gives the Training report. 

366 Accreditations’ 32hrs of continuing Ed. 100% compliant with FEMA 

John C. Introduces Chris Redden to give the Fire Life Safety report. 

Chris R. gives the report. 

16 events 7949 people reached. 29 car seat checks 

John C. asks if there are any questions 

 Mark C. asks if the grant then gives every fire fighter 2 sets of turn out gear. 

  John answerers yes. Goes into cancer becoming the leading cause of fire fighter deaths. 

Judy thanks John C. 

Dereck L. makes a motion to accept the chief’s report. 

 Lisa M. seconds 
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  Voice Vote unanimous. 

 

Judy D. Announces that at this time we will hold our election for BOD members. She announces that 

registration is closed. 

 

Voting happens.  

John C. and Mary B. Publicly count and tally the votes. 

Vote totals: 

 Lee Barrett             34 

 Mark Dillingham   37 

 Dereck Linsey         65 

 Carla McClendon   66 

Carla M. , Dereck L., and Mark D. retain their seats. 

John mentions that the ballots will be sealed and kept in his office. We will check over the sighn in sheet 

to make sure of the eligibility of all of the votes.  If there is a disqualification he will notify the BOD and 

we will go from there.  

Dan F. asks Judy if we need to elect new officers or if the officers are staying the same. 

Judy answers that the officers are staying the same. 

Judy asks if there is any old business to discuss 

Judy asks if there is any new buisness 

 Mark C. asks what happens if there are disqualified voters on the sign in list. 

Dan F. answers if there were more than 3 votes thrown out we would need to have another election. 

 If there is one or two it would not change the outcome of the election. 

Judy D. are there any other questions?  Then it’s time to open up for public comment.  

 Dan F. should I read the rules for public comment? If you don’t mind please come to the podium 

to make your public comment. Dan then reads the rules for public comment. 
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Dan F. Public comment is now open. 

Todd Kelly asks if he is allowed to make a public comment he is a part time employee. That does not live 

in the district. He is allowed by acclimation and his work status with the Department. 

Todd Kelly. Mentions that he does not have a personal agenda. He is speaking tonight to tell the 

department and the community about how much support he has had from the department since his life 

altering foot operation on September 20th.  Partial amputation which has resulted in 33 days in the 

hospital. The doctors have done their best and what they could.  The support of Chief Coffey and every 

member of the department was part of my healing. We came to dinner here the other night , My wife 

and I sat in the back and the brotherhood and sisterhood that we talk about so much in the fire service 

has shined through my dark clouds. My goal in the next two weeks is to be walking without crutches or 

my scooter here and come back to work here.  I appreciate what everyone has done for me and not only 

me but the support my wife has received since being a part of this department. 

The BOD thanks Todd for his service and applaud his recovery. 

Dan F. does anyone else wish to speak. 

Dean R. makes a motion to adjourn 

 Dan F. seconds 

  Voice vote unanimous 

We close at 7:45 

 

 

 

 

 


